
November 17, 1971 

D r .  &8rle8 A. Th-8, Jr. 
Department of Biological Chemistry 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Mike Bishop has informed me of  your kind i n t e r e s t  in me as a prospect ive 
member of your department. 
by t h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  and I would c e r t a i n l y  be w i l l i n g  to  d i scuss  the  i s s u e  
f u r t h e r .  
b u t  you may wish to ga the r  more usefu l  information from re fe rees .  
suggest ,  i n  add i t ion  to  Hike, D r .  Ira Pol tan (Laboratory of  Molecular Biology, 
Nat ional  Cancer I n s t f t u t e ) ,  Dr. m b e r t  Perlman (Department of  Physiology, 
Hantard Medical School), or Dr. Paul Harks (Dean, Columbia College of Physicians 
and Surgeonr, 630 West 168th S t r e e t ,  N e w  York City) .  

I am, needlesr  to say,  su rp r i r ed  and f l a t t e r e d  

I am enclosing the  cus torury  lists of past p o r t s  and pub l i ca t ion r ,  
I would 

I th ink  it is only f a i r  t o  add t h a t  I - l i k e  any o t h e r  candidate  - w i l l  be 
guided i n  p a r t  by f a c t o r s  o t h e r  than t h e  excel lence of  your department: by 
a cont inuing i n t e r e r t  i n  BOP# c l i n i c a l  areas (I now a t t end  Pwdical gene t i e s  
rounds, teach in t roductory  c l i n i c a l  medicine to  second year  s tuden t s ,  and 
work i n  a f r e e  c l i n i c  one n i g h t  each week); by the  f r u i t f u l  co l labora t ion  
I p resen t ly  enjoy with Mike, Leon L e v i n t w  and Warren Levinson; and by 
growing a f f e c t i o n  f o r  San Francisco, f o r  our  r ecen t ly  - acquired Vic tor ian  
house, and f o r  t r o u t  f i r h i n g  i n  the  SLerras. 

As Mike may have to ld  ]IOU, f have spp l i ed  f o r  an  H I #  Cancer JBvelopment 
Award which I had planned t o  use,  i f  granted,  in t h i r  department. But t hese  
p lans  are, of  course,  sub jec t  to  change. 

Again, thank you for consider ing ae a candidate  for a Xarvard pos i t i on .  
look forward to hear ing  more from you on t h e  sub jec t .  

I 

Yours t r u l y ,  

Harold E. VaIcIIws, M.D. 
Department of Xicrobiology 
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